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they knew not lie was dead, and dared not approach
within reach of his dreaded arm. At length, the horse
moved, and the body fell to the ground, and the
enemies paw that it was but the corpse of the hero
that had 'held the pas?-. In death, as in a life, satis/
pent* ef .ytf^.y i'tpiwhe, 'Antara was tri^Jt^-^uie
chivalry of his race.*

There are man}' instances like this of the knightly
courtesy of the Arab chief in "the Time of igno-
rance." In the old days, as an ancient writer says,
the true Aral) had but one love, and her lie loved
till death. Even when polygamy became commoner,
especially in the towns, it was not what is meant by
polygamy in a modern Muslim state : it was rather
the patriarchal system of Abrain and Sarai.

There is much in the fragments of the-ancient
poetry which reflects this fine spirit. It is ofttimes
i6 tender and true/' and even Islam could not wholly
root out the real Arab sentiment, which reappears in
Ihisllm times in the poems of Aboo-Firas. Especially
valuable is the evidence, of the old poetry with regard
to the love of a father for his daughters. Infanticide,
which is commonly attributed to the whole Arab
nation of every age before Islam, was in reality ex-
ceedingly rare in the desert. It was probably adopted
by poor and weak clans, either from inability to sup-
port their children, or in order to protect themselves

* Sir F. J. G-oldsmid reminds me, in the u Academy," that this
story is told of Rabia ibn Hiikaddam in Fresnel's Ji Lettres sur les

Arabes."    The point, however, lies in the deed and not in the
name of the doer of it.